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WHY COME TO THE MUSIC SERVICE? 

50 YEARS: 
We have over 50 years’ experience working with schools in Birmingham.

WE ARE A CHARITY:  
We have no shareholders. Our successes are reinvested in our work to further 
enhance educational opportunities in Birmingham.

OUR VALUES:
We want your children to feel good about coming to your school! Our 
approach engages your parents, communities and enhances the wellbeing 
of your children.

YOUR SCHOOL REPUTATION:
All Music Service customers are awarded membership of Music Mark and 
receive a certificate to endorse their commitment to Music Education.

NATIONAL REPUTATION: 
Major Award Winners at the Rhinegold Music Teacher Awards 2018.

TRAINING: 
Music Service teachers benefit from 5 training and development days each 
year and are subject to rigorous professional support and quality control.

INCLUSION: 
Music Service teachers adhere to the same principles and educational 
philosophy. We do not ‘select’. Music is for all children to explore.

CHECKS: 
The Music Service is in full compliance with the Safeguarding procedures and 
requirements including Disclosure and Barring Service checks and Right to 
Work checks on staff. 

PRACTICE DIARY: 
All work is tracked in the pupils’ weekly practice diary.

4
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GCSE SUPPORT:  
Music Service teachers have expertise and regular training in supporting pupils to 
success in the practical elements of GCSE, AS and A2 examinations.

LEGAL & INSURANCE: 
The Music Service deals with payroll and all associated costs under employment law.

GOVERNORS & TRUSTEES: 
We offer the best value, impact, insurances and securities for schools.

MEMORABLE EXPERIENCES: 
We connect your school to the whole city wide offer. Your students can represent your 
school in over 70 free bands, orchestras, choirs, instrumental days and 
performances at Symphony Hall.

FRIENDSHIPS WITH OTHERS:
Our Area and Central Ensembles allow your students to develop friendships with 
children across the city of Birmingham. This is a crucial element of our impact in 
Birmingham.

SUCCESS!: 
We provide written pupil reports each year celebrating individual pupils’ successes in 
their instrumental / vocal work.

NO HIDDEN FEES:
There is no VAT, instrument hire charges or group teaching levy. Our hourly rate is 
what you pay.

AFFORDABLE GROUP TEACHING: 
Where schools have to charge parents for lessons, a group teaching model (with a 
free instrument) is still the most affordable route for your families.

FREE INSTRUMENTS:
Instruction from a Music Service teacher will be accompanied by the free, long term 
loan of an instrument. All maintenance repair and accidental damage costs are 
absorbed by the Music Service.  
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INSTRUMENTAL / VOCAL TEACHING

We teach over 30 separate instruments! All instruments are provided free of charge.

There are 39 weeks in the school calendar year. Our Instrumental teaching is offered across 36 
weeks [see calendar]. Schools may cancel up to 3 weeks under the terms of the contract for 
services. The minimum engagement is 33 weeks.

Brass Band
• Baritone
• Cornet
• Euphonium
• Flugel Horn
• Tenor Horn

Orchestral
• French Horn
• Trombone
• Trumpet
• Tuba

Guitar
• Acoustic
• Classical
• Electric 
• Bass

Keyboard
• Electric 
• Keyboard 
• Piano
• Piano Accordion

Ukulele

Percussion
• Drum Kit
• Timpani 
• Tuned
• Untuned

World Music 
• Dhol
• Djembe
• Harmonium
• Sitar
• Steel Pans
• Tabla
• Samba

• Violin
• Viola
• ‘Cello
• Double Bass

• Classical 
• Gospel
• Jazz
• Pop
• Rock

• Alto Saxophone
• Bassoon
• Clarinet
• Flute

Brass Guitar & Keyboard

Percussion &  World Strings Voice

Woodwind
• Oboe
• Recorder
• Tenor Saxophone
• Tin Whistle

All instrumental and vocal teaching is related to the National Curriculum, is supported by 
written pupil profiles, and follows A Common Approach, the nationally agreed curriculum for 
instrumental / vocal teaching. Instrumental teaching is normally available and best delivered 
during the school day but, where necessary, arrangements may be made for visits before or 
after the school day. Instrumental teaching is accompanied by the free loan of a quality 
instrument. Please consult your instrumental teacher in order to submit requests for instruments 
with your order form. 

INSTRUMENTS / VOCAL STYLES WE CAN PROVIDE:
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WORLD MUSIC TEACHER  - £46.25 Per Hour 
We have a world music department with over 20 years’ experience, now offering graded music 
exams in Dhol, Tabla, Sitar, Harmonium and Steel Pans. 

SEND MUSIC SPECIALIST - £776 - Available to Special Schools Only

For this subsidised annual payment, we have a number of qualified SEND instrumental teachers 

who have completed the PGCert for Music and special needs. We can provide specialist sup-

port for special schools and young people with learning difficulties or disabilities. A significant 

proportion of staff can now work with groups of children as well as offering one to one support.

An annual price of £776 includes one teacher for 33 weeks in the year for one hour per week, with
classes or groups of children.

Music in the Early Years Foundation Stage can be provided throughout the week to support the 
wider aims of school development plans by:

   Supporting children’s language development, memory, listening and attention skills.

   Developing the Prime Areas of Learning so that children have the skills to access the 
   specific areas.

  Raising children’s learning outcomes across the seven areas of learning within the 
  foundation stage.

Music Service teachers will foster and model the three ‘characteristics of effective learning’ so 
that children learn to explore, to be engaged and motivated to develop their thinking skills by 
making links in their learning through music. These sessions are best booked in 2 hour slots to 
allow for whole group participation, followed by smaller group intervention on specific prime 
areas.

EARLY YEARS - “SOUNDTOTS” - £52.00 Per Hour

7

*NEW FOR 2019-2020* - £46.25 Per Hour 
Primary Schools - Electric Guitar Lessons 
For the first time in Birmingham we have run a pilot electric guitar programme in a number of 
schools. We have highly experainced teachers in this field and have seen impact and 
progression across all settings. 
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CLASSROOM CURRICULUM MUSIC TEACHER PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS - £52.00 PER HOUR

Experienced and qualified primary school music specialists are able to lead classroom sessions with 
a vocal and classroom percussion focus. A broad knowledge of the new National Curriculum allied 
with a Common Approach enables our classroom music specialists to deliver engaging lessons for 
schools.

Deliver the primary music curriculum with a vocal focus on developing musical skills among 
pupils.

Work alongside teachers in the classroom and liaise with music co-ordinators in long and 
medium term planning.

Offer a variety of opportunities for children to take part in music projects across the city. 

Assist schools with developing their application of the Charanga Musical School digital 
resource software.

Work alongside class teachers in their class developing vocal skills.

Train choirs.

CLASSROOM MUSIC SPECIALIST STAFF CAN:

**Please note that Classroom Music is best and most effectively booked in a day (5 hours) 
or half day (3 hour) session**

SINGING CONNECTIONS - COLLECTIVE WORSHIP BOOK - £39.99  
Do you need resources for school assemblies or collective worship?
Do you need PowerPoint presentations for whiteboard display?

This fantastic resource brings together powerpoint presentations, backing tracks and new songs 
to promote fundamental British values, healthy eating, attendance and a positive school ethos. It 
can be used with individual classes or large groups effectively. 

8
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SINGING CONNECTIONS - COLLECTIVE WORSHIP BOOK - £39.99  

EXTRA CURRICULAR BANDS / GROUPS - £39.00 Per Hour
Are we working in your school already?
This package of support is designed for school teachers with limited capacity to develop 
school groups. Why not let us take care of it for you?

Our experienced staff can coach small and large group ensembles after school, preparing them 
for upcoming assemblies and school performances. Engaging repertoire is provided or 
developed for the groups (minimum booking of 1 hour applies).

ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT FOR GOVERNORS / TRUSTEES - £275.00

Is your school in an Ofsted category? Are you an academy redesigning your provision? 
Or do you simply want an external assessment of your music curriculum?
Our advisory service offers a face to face school visit with a member of our leadership team and 
follow up report outlining recommendations where appropriate.

PRIMARY SCHOOL CURRICULUM ADVISORY VISIT - £185.00

The music service is uniquely positioned to present an annual impact report for school governors 
and trustees taking account of local knowledge and data. Through the music education hub, we 
can draw together relevant data to report on your schools engagement with external partners 
and the Music Service. Our reports can champion exam successes and performance 
achievements of children in your school.

This service includes a face to face school visit with a member of our leadership team and follow 
up report for school governors.

CHARANGA - ONLINE MUSICAL SCHOOL - £250
A complete new music scheme for the new curriculum – year long subscription includes:

   In-year training provided by the Music Service in localised areas 

  Alternative ‘freestyle’ mode for you to create your own scheme 

  Suitable for generalist and specialist teachers 

  High quality and cost-effective with excellent use of ICT 

  Recommended by over 80 Music Hubs and used in over 5000 schools

 Reinforces continuous genuine music-making as desired by Ofsted 

9

Music Brochure 2019_Final Draft .indd   11 04/04/2019   12:59



*NEW FOR 2019-2020*
FREE PRIMARY AND SECONDARY MUSIC EDUCATION 
CONFERENCE THURSDAY 13TH FEBRUARY 2020 - 
THE MAC BIRMINGHAM 9.00am - 4.00pm 

FREE TO ALL MUSIC LEADS IN BIRMINGHAM SCHOOLS
Join us for an inspirational conference aimed at both Primary and Secondary music practitioners. 
The conference programme will include:

• Nationally acclaimed speakers and contributors
• Networking opportunities with Music Education Hub partners, publishers and suppliers
• Discussions on collaboration between colleagues
• A range of practical sessions dedicated to Primary and Secondary music teaching
• A focus on improving teaching and learning outcomes in your setting
• Opportunity to hear from leading GCSE/A Level exam boards
• We will be creating strategic networks across the city to support and share good practice

10

BOOK A FRIDAY DRUM AND PERCUSSION WORKSHOP AT 
YOUR SCHOOL

***SUITABLE FOR ALL YEAR GROUPS*** 

Drum and percussion workshops are an enjoyable and accessible entry point for both pupils and 
staff into creative, informative and fun learning experience. The warm sounding Brazilian Surdo 
drums and large selection of instruments are used by the pupils to enter the world of percussion 
led by experienced workshop teacher Steve Palmer. 

FULL DAY WORKSHOP: £375 INCLUDING FULL SCHOOL 
ASSEMBLY IF REQUIRED OR HALF DAY WORKSHOP: £225

Call or email Services For Education for information and to design a Friday workshop to best suit 
your pupils and school. All equipment is provided on the day. 
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PIANIST FOR ASSEMBLIES - £27.25 PER HOUR
Do you have a regular collective worship assembly?
Do you need a pianist to play for your weekly choir rehearsals?

Our sessional pianists are here to help. Contracted weekly. One off visits for accompaniment can 
be arranged by agreement, subject to availability.

SCHOOL / ACADEMIES CLUSTER CONCERTS 
Since 2014, we have been successfully delivering large scale cluster concerts for academy chains, 
special school clusters and consortiums. We can work with your neighbouring schools or 
academy partners to showcase the musical achievements of your young people.

Our services are costed according to the number of schools and venue hire costs. Although prices 
range from £250 per school, some subsidy may be available for schools on our identified wards for 
regeneration / deprivation.

SCHOOL / CORPORATE STAFF WELLBEING - PERCUSSION 
AND CHOIR - HALF DAY OR FULL DAY BY ENQUIRY

Are your staff tired and stressed?
Do you need something a little different for staff 
training and well-being?
Are you looking to develop collaboration between schools or teams of teachers?

This package of support aims to develop cooperation, collaboration and staff wellbeing. We can 
support team building and training from as little as 30 minute introductory sessions to full days 
by request.

“Excellent session - best management away
day ever” 
(I. Evans)

“Great instruction, light-hearted - good for those 
even without any rhythm!” 
(H. Pryce)

“Good team building exercise and a lot of fun” 
(N. Pickering)

11
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CBSO KS3 CONCERTS 2020 - SAVE THE DATE!
Each year, since 2012, the Music Service has paid the ticket costs for any year 
7 child in a Birmingham School to attend the CBSO’s KS3 concerts. It costs 
almost £30,000 each year and is one of the most exciting collaborations we 
provide for our schools as leader of the Music Education Hub.

Details will be sent to all schools in the Autumn term. Please ensure we have a correct email address 
for the Head of Music. Schools are responsible for supervising and transporting children to and from 
the venue.

Book this FREE trip in your school’s diary now!

Monday 3rd February 11.00am & 1:30pm & Tuesday 4th February 11.00am & 1.30pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham *A Box Office code will be sent out to you*
 

DJ / URBAN TEACHER IN RESIDENCE - £46.25 PER HOUR
We can provide an industry professional to come and 
work on projects that use contemporary music genres 
like Hip-Hop, Grime or House Music. It is a great way to 
include all students and engage them with music from the 
very beginning of their time at secondary school.

To increase pupils’ confidence in their music abilities from 
Year 7 and help to create a culture where students want 
to continue with music studies past Year 9, and to engage 
students who wouldn’t normally consider themselves 
traditional candidates for Music GCSE. We can also 
provide bespoke visits to support this genre in your GCSE 
specification delivery .

GCSE/A Level ensemble performance is a critical component of examinations often needing 
rehearsal time in the weeks prior to recording. Our experienced team of musicians can offer 
guidance on performance (and repertoire where needed) to boost the quality of these ensemble 
performances leading to even better marks at KS4/5. Provision is provided after school and our 
musicians can offer a flexible approach to rehearsal days.

Please contact music@servicesforeducation.co.uk for more information. See also our DJ / Urban 
support which can be offered together - subject to availability. **This teaching does not carry 
any allocation of practice diaries, pupil reports, paperwork or musical equipment**

GCSE/A LEVEL MUSIC ENSEMBLE SUPPORT - £39 PER HOUR

12
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CBSO KS3 CONCERTS 2020 - SAVE THE DATE!
Each year, since 2012, the Music Service has paid the ticket costs for any year 
7 child in a Birmingham School to attend the CBSO’s KS3 concerts. It costs 
almost £30,000 each year and is one of the most exciting collaborations we 
provide for our schools as leader of the Music Education Hub.

Details will be sent to all schools in the Autumn term. Please ensure we have a correct email address 
for the Head of Music. Schools are responsible for supervising and transporting children to and from 
the venue.

Book this FREE trip in your school’s diary now!

Monday 3rd February 11.00am & 1:30pm & Tuesday 4th February 11.00am & 1.30pm
Symphony Hall, Birmingham *A Box Office code will be sent out to you*
 

EXAM ATTAINMENT - 2019/20

Examinations attainment is an important 
part of demonstrating impact in the 
teaching of Instrumental / Vocal Music.

The DFE have published the Progress 8 
points allocation for students working at 
ABRSM grade 6 and above.

Source: Progress 8 measure in 2016, 2017, 
and 2018 Guide for maintained secondary 
schools, academies and free schools 
January 2016

Our Music Service is pleased to offer graded practical music exams in partnership with the Pandit 
Ram Sahai Sangit Vidyalaya (PRSSV), a charitable trust named after one of the most innovative 
Indian Musicians of the 18th century. Currently examinations are offered in:

•  Dhol

•  Sitar

•  Steel Pans

• Tabla

WORLD MUSIC EXAMS - PRSSV

The Music Service continues to offer ABRSM Music Medals examinations in primary schools. 
These affordable exams are ideal for schools looking to evidence the impact of their music for 
governors and parents. These examinations are QCA accredited and children are awarded a 
medal and certificate upon completion. Progress from copper through bronze, silver and gold to 
platinum!

Copper £12.50
Bronze £16.50
Silver    £22.00
Gold          £26.00
Platinum £31.00

2019/20 MUSIC MEDALS FEES

Each year during the summer term, the Music Service organises examination sessions for the 
ABRSM and Trinity examinations boards. Accompanists are provided and entries are processed 
by Services for Education. Speak to your Music Service teacher for further information.

Graded 
music level 

Grade 2016 
Points 

2017 and 
2018 
Points

Grade 6 Pass 7.00 7.00

Merit 8.00 8.50

Distinction 8.00 8.50

Grade 7 Pass 7.00 7.00

Merit 8.00 8.50

Distinction 8.00 8.50

13
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North Area Ensembles 

South Area Ensembles  

Brass Bands 
North Area Brass Band
Tuesday: 4.00-5.15pm
Hollyfield Primary School 
Sutton Coldfield 

Bands for Brass & 
Woodwind 
Kingstanding Area Wind Band
Monday: 3.30-4.45pm
Christ the King Catholic 
Primary School 

Guitar Ensembles 
North Area Guitar Ensemble
Wednesday: 4.15-5.30pm
Sutton Coldfield Grammar 
School for Girls

Rock and Pop Academies
Sutton Coldfield Soul Academy
Monday: 4.00-5.30pm
Fairfax School 

String Orchestras
North Area String Orchestras
Monday: 4.00-5.15pm
Plantsbrook School 

Woodwind Ensembles
Sutton Coldfield Area 
Wind Band 
Tuesday: 4.00-5.15pm
Plantsbrook School 

World Music & 
Percussion Ensembles

North Area Steel Band
Wednesday: 4.15-5.30pm
Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School 

North Area Percussion & 
Keyboard Ensemble
Thursday: 4.00-5.15pm
North Area Percussion & 
Keyboard Ensemble
Bishop Vesey’s School

Mixed Ensembles 
open to any instrument
Handsworth Area Mixed Ensemble
Monday: 4.00-5.15pm
Rookery Junior School

World Music & 
Percussion Ensembles
Handsworth Area Sitar & Tabla 
Ensemble
Monday: 3.45-5.00pm
St Mary’s C of E Primary School 

Wilkes Green Area Sitar Group
Wednesday & Friday: 3.30-4.30pm
Wilkes Green Junior School 

West Area Ensembles 

Bands for Brass & 
Woodwind
Harborne Area Wind Band
Tuesday: 4.00-5.15pm
Harborne Primary School 

Guitar Ensembles 
South Area Guitar Ensemble
Wednesday: 4.00-5.15pm
Moseley C of E Primary 

Mixed Ensembles 
open to any instrument
Selly Oak Area Mixed Ensemble
Monday: 4.30-5.45pm
University of Birmingham School

Longbridge Area Mixed Ensemble
Wednesday: 4.00-5.15pm
Albert Bradbeer Primary School

FREE OUT-OF-SCHOOL GROUPS FOR YOUR CHILDREN REHEARSALS COMMENCE WEEK BEGINNING 23RD SEPT 2019

14

Guitar Ensemble
Venue TBC

Wind Band
Handsworth Area Wind Band
Thursday 3.30-4.45pm
Westminster Primary School 
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Central Area Ensembles

Mixed Ensembles open 
to any instrument

Adderley Area Mixed Ensemble 
Date / Day TBC

Adderley Primary School 

World Music & 
Percussion Ensembles

Sparkhill & Sparkbrook Dhol Ensemble
Tuesday: 3.45-5.00pm
Montgomery Primary School 

East Area Brass Band
Wednesday: 4.00-5.15pm
King Edward VI Sheldon Heath 

Brass Bands 

Yardley & Acocks Green Area Orchestra
Tuesday: 3.45-5.00pm
Archbishop Ilsley Catholic School and 6th 
Form Centre 

Mixed Ensembles open 
to any instrument

Rock and Pop Academies
Washwood Heath Rock & Pop Academy
Wednesday: 4.00-5.15pm
Washwood Heath School

East Area Ensembles

South Area 
Ensembles  

Rock & Pop Academies
Kings Heath Rock & Pop Academy
Tuesday: 4.00-5.15pm
Queensbridge School

Turves Green Rock & Pop Academy
Thursday: 4.00-5.15pm
Turves Green Girls’ School

Shenley Rock and Pop Academy
Thursday: 4.00-5.15pm 
Shenley Academy

String Orchestras

Hall Green Mixed Area Group
Tuesday: 4.00-5.15pm
Hall Green Junior School

Kings Heath Area String Orchestra
Tuesday: 4.00-5.15pm
King’s Heath Primary School 

Woodwind Ensembles
South Area Clarinet & Saxophone Ensemble
Tuesday: 4.00-5.15pm
King’s Norton Girls School

World Music & 
Percussion Ensembles

Kings Norton Area Steel Band
Monday: 4.15-5.30pm
King’s Norton Primary School

Shenley Area Percussion Ensemble
Monday: 3.30-4.45pm
Shenley Academy 

FREE OUT-OF-SCHOOL GROUPS FOR YOUR CHILDREN REHEARSALS COMMENCE WEEK BEGINNING 23RD SEPT 2019

Mixed Ensembles open 
to any instrument

15

St Brigid’s Area String Orchestra
Tuesday: 4.00-5.15pm
St Brigid’s Catholic Primary School 

Stechford Area Brass Band
Wednesday: 3.30-4.45pm
St Cuthbert’s Catholic Primary School 
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CENTRAL ENSEMBLES 2019-20

16

BRASS BANDS

GUITAR ENSEMBLES
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PERCUSSION & WORLD MUSIC

17

JAZZ ENSEMBLES 
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18

STRING ORCHESTRAS & FULL ORCHESTRAS
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19

RECORDER ENSEMBLES

WIND ORCHESTRAS

VOCAL GROUP
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Services 
For Education
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Keep music inclusive, accessible and FREE
Did you know that all of our 70 ensembles are free of charge and that we 
offer over 27,000 of our young musicians the free loan of a musical instrument? 

Services For Education believes this free provision is essential and we have been 
determined to sustain this free offer since our inception. However, we are facing 
almost insurmountable funding challenges which threaten our whole model of 
inclusive music education.

We need your help!
To keep our ensembles free and to continue to provide free instruments next year, 
we need to raise £250,000. Please help ensure that music remains accessible for all the 
young people in Birmingham by making a donation to Services For Education today.

You can support us by text message
To make a £10 donation please text MSAF18 £10 to 70070

To make a £5 donation please text MSAF18 £5 to 70070

To make a £2 donation please text MSAF18 £2 to 70070

You can also make a donation online or set up a regular gift. Please go to: 
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/4724

Your support is of immense value to us. On behalf of the 38,000 young musicians across 
Birmingham,

Thank You
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What People Say About Us
“I just want to say thank you for investing again to allow year 7 pupils in Birmingham to 
experience a performance from the CBSO. I took 115 girls on Monday from Bordesley Green, 
and have to say that the overwhelming response was incredibly positive, and many have been 
asking to listen to some of the pieces again in lessons. They were also inspired by Mirga, whose 
energy certainly makes her a role model in the classical world for girls to aspire to emulate. 
Thanks again, keep up the great work”.

Des Wilson
Head of Music - Bordesley Green Girls’ School

Primary Schools 
“A huge thank you for inviting us to the event on Thursday. The children had a fantastic time and 
they got so much from the whole day. They loved the drumming workshop and the campus tour 
(our tour guide was brilliant with the children). It was great for our children to see older children 
perform a wide range of instruments. An inspirational day all round. I had children saying ‘I want 
to learn the keyboard next’ and ‘I’m going to study here when I grow up’. What more could you 
ask for?!”.

Sophie Fleming - Y2 Learning Lead / Music Co-ordinator
Colmore Infant School

Special Schools 
“The students at Baskerville Special School absolutely love their music sessions with Amy. 
They are going to perform their drumming composition in the next school concert!”  

Matt O’Neill - Assistant Head

“Our students do not easily collaborate so to work together, editing and improving to make 

music, has been a positive challenge and they are visibly learning and enjoying the experience.

It’s the layering of their combined efforts which is lovely to witness.”

Debbie Poole - Class Teacher
Baskerville School

Ofsted
“The curriculum is enriched with many additional, high-quality learning experiences. For 
example, a specialist art teacher works with pupils. Pupils participate enthusiastically in 
performances with a music specialist, and all pupils in Year 4 have the opportunity to learn the 
violin.”   

Mansfield Green E-ACT Academy Ofsted Report 2018
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Teachers
“A huge thank you for firstly organising our wonderful concert this afternoon and for coming to 
perform for the staff and children at Holy Family. It was brilliant! The children were enthralled 
by the whole experience and learned so much about the brass family and about enjoying a 
musical experience. My year 1 children loved it and were talking enthusiastically about the music 
and instruments.  We are going to write and draw pictures tomorrow. A big thank you and your 
team for coming to delight our children and staff too. It was perfect and gave all our children a 
delightful, positive  experience of music. I look forward to hearing about what else we can get 
involved in.” 

Maria Aldred - Deputy Head Teacher - Holy Family Catholic Primary School

Parents
“Ewan loves Brass Attack, he was high as a kite after his performance last week. I can’t thank the 
Music Service enough for the opportunity you provide to let an 11 year old boy play on the Royal 
Birmingham Conservatoire stage, it’s truly transformational.” 

Deborah Kermode - Parent 
 

“Thank you for all your work in building such a positive spirit in so many of the children of this 
City. My parents up from London were again astonished at the passion and standard of the 
orchestras and ensembles in the last performance and said they don’t recall seeing any London 
Borough with such a high focus and standard of children’s performance.”

Thank you
Simone Schehtman - Parent

Students
“Being a member of NYO this year has been an incredible experience - I have been able to 
improve my playing immensely thanks to orchestra peers and tutors pushing me, I have made a  
number of new friends and have had amazing opportunities throughout the year to play some 
great music in some of the UK’s most renowned concert halls (I am writing this just two days after 
playing at the BBC Proms!). 

It is all of the support that I have received from lessons and from the central ensembles over 
the past 10 years that has enabled me to reach a high enough musical level to join the NYO. 
Everything I have learned here has carried through to the national level and there was no way I 
would have been prepared to play in the orchestra without the music service.”

Lucas Houldcroft
Trumpet
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School Charging Policies
The Head of Service, Stuart Birnie, meets with schools’ business managers regularly. 

We can offer free consultancy where your school is considering implementing a charging policy.                  
Birmingham is a vibrant city, with diverse socio economic challenges for families. Any charging 
policy should be considered fully in this context.

The Legal Framework
Governing Bodies are required by law to have a charging and remissions policy. Guidance can 

be found in the DfE advice document “Charging for School Activities” October 2014. This 

guidance is applicable to all schools and academies. They will also wish to take into account any 

local guidelines such as the city's Anti-Poverty Strategy.

The law allows for a charge to be made for music instrumental and specialist vocal lessons.

It is for schools to decide whether to charge for lessons being taken by pupils working towards 
GSCE, AS and A2 examinations.  

In Birmingham schools there is no requirement to charge. The decision to charge or not to charge 
is the responsibility of individual Governing Bodies.

Successful charging and remissions policies are characterised 
by a number of common factors:
     The school is making some financial input itself, where possible.
 
     The notion of instrumental / vocal lessons supporting a variety of educational needs is clearly 
     understood by the school and explained to pupils and parents.
 
     Equality of access to opportunity is maintained for all pupils.
 
    No pupils are denied access because of financial hardship.
 
    Charges are the same for all lessons regardless of lesson or size of group.
 
    Sufficient flexibility is retained to allow groups of different sizes and lessons of different length.
 
    Money is collected in advance and charges are made per term rather than per lesson. Refunds     
    are only made when the number of lessons missed due to teacher absence falls below an
    agreed level. (Charges are commonly structured on provision throughout the year - at a 
    minimum of 33 weeks - 1 lesson per week).
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Services For Education is a unique charity that uses the power of learning and of 
music to create and build confidence amongst children, young people, adults and 
communities.

 We bring music and learning to life.
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Unit 3, Holt Court Holt Street
Birmingham Science Park Aston
Birmingham B7 4AX

E: enquiries@servicesforeducation.co.uk

T: +44 (0)121 366 9950

www.servicesforeducation.co.uk
Company Registered by Guarantee No. 07739831 
S4E Limited Charity No: 1148848
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